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Marine Corps families find Okinawa a welcome home

'm back,
along
with my

wife and three
children.
From 2000 to
2002, I was
assigned here
on Okinawa
where I served as the Deputy Di-
rector of the Consolidated Public
Affairs Office, the same office
that is responsible for publishing
this magazine. My family and

I were sad to leave in 2002, and
we always hoped we’d find our
way back. Our wish was granted,
and we’re now here again. My

youngest boy, who was born here
in 2000, just told me the other
day that he “never wants to leave,”
because he “loves” Okinawa. That
sentiment is heartfelt by many
service members who visit or are
assigned to Okinawa, primar-
ily because of the gracious and
warm people we meet and who
befriend us.

In 2002 I was responsible for
starting the magazine you are
reading. When Big Circle was
first published in July 2002, we
printed and circulated only 2,000
copies. Because of readership like
you, the magazine has grown to

9,000 copies. This magazine is

but a small way we can share with
you, our Okinawan hosts, a little
piece of gratitude for your warm
hospitality and friendship.

'This edition of Big Circle
is dedicated to Marine Corps
families on Okinawa. Just like
the Okinawan community, the
Marine Corps considers itself
to be a brotherhood and family,
to include spouses, children and
civilian employees. We place a
large emphasis on taking care
of each other and our families.
Many families move to Okinawa
only to have their uniformed ser-
vice member deploy for extended
periods of time. That experience

can be harsh for some families.
This is where the remaining
Marines on Okinawa must step
in and fill the void. I hope from
this issue you are able to under-
stand the Marine Corps’ “fam-
ily values” and how the Marine
Corps supports the families of its
Marines and Sailors and civilian
employees.

Thank you for reading this
magazine, and thank you for
the friendship you so graciously
extend to U.S. service members
here on Okinawa.

Lt. Col. Douglas Powell
Director, Public Affairs
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drich rekindles a long-lost relationship
with his grandmother Yoshiko Iraha during a family
reunion in Tomigusuku City Aug. 19. Aldrich, who was
born on le Shima, recently met his Okinawan family for

1st Lt. Michael I
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the first time after arriving on Okinawa for a tour of
duty. 8A19H. RU\EIERDREZ TV /HBOFERIK
KUFEALERBHTHRL. BRERHET 1T
A=KV yFRBEBPR. ARy FHRRIZZD
B ORAERIC, hBOBKREDIOERVDOBEER
L 7= Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY KAORI TANAHARA

is mother, Teruko, was
from Ie Shima and died
suddenly at the age of

31. Aldrich was just 11 years old.
Aldrich, who was born on
Ie Shima, and his two younger
sisters were living in Texas with
their father’s parents when they
received a telegram from one of
Teruko’s sisters, who was living
in the United States at the time,
which simply said: “Your mother
passed away.” Teruko had told
Aldrich and his sisters before
they departed Okinawa several
months earlier, that it wouldn’t be
too long before she came to live
with them. That hope was ended
with a piece of paper, creating an
indescribable void inside him.

o locate his mother’s
grave, the only clues
Aldrich had were his

Japanese birth certificate and a
picture of his Okinawan great-
grandmother that his Ameri-
can grandparents kept until he
reached adulthood. Two of his
mother’s sisters, who live in the
United States, were Aldrich’s
only connection to relatives in

4- REGE - 2007F 5

In July, 40-year-old Marine 1st

Lt. Michael Aldrich stepped onto
Okinawan soil for the first time in
nearly 30 years. Aside from his duty
assignment with the Marine Corps,
he had an important mission to ac-
complish: visit his mother’s grave.

Okinawa. Unfortunately, contact

with them after his mother’s
death were eventually lost. His
Japanese, which he had spoken
as a boy, became unused and
forgotten.

Aldrich joined the Marine
Corps after high school and was
honorably discharged after four
years of service. After working
as a police officer and then as
a prison guard, he re-enlisted
in the Marine Corps in 1999.
Whenever he moved, he kept
the birth certificate and the
photo with him. “These were the
only links that connected me to
Okinawa,” Aldrich said.

Since he re-joined the Corps,
he routinely requested a tour
of duty on Okinawa, and one
finally came up this summer.
Upon reporting to his new com-
mand on Camp Kinser, Aldrich
visited the camp’s community
relations specialist, Ichino Kuba,
to ask for her help in finding his
mother’s tomb. Not long after,
he received exciting news: The
tomb was found on Ie Shima,
and one of his uncles still lived
on the island.

1st Lt. Michael Aldrich, with his grandmother Yoshiko Iraha, prays in front of his
mother Teruko’s tomb on le Shima Sept 9. Aldrich, who was born on le Shima,
recently made his first visit to the grave site after his mother’s death 30 years ago.
9A9H. FIBICHIBTIVFOERMTHITATIEEHBOLLFEA.
BORFENS30FER, TATIVEIBOESYDEHMOTEENSICRS

n his mother’s side of
the family, the news of
his return to Okinawa

traveled as quick as lightning.

“The news caught me by total
surprise,” said Hajime Iraha,
Aldrich’s uncle, who lives on Ie
Shima.

Hajime was contacted by
Kuba and told of Aldrich’s wish
to visit the gravesite.

“I thought it was a dream
and it took me a moment to
understand it was for real,” said
Hajime. “After they left for
America, my sister died. Not
knowing how to contact them, I
thought I would never be able to
see him. Now he’s here looking
for us. I couldn’t contain my joy.’

Immediately after that, the
news went from Hajime to his
sister Tatsuko, their mother, Yo-
shiko, another sister Keiko, and
youngest brother, Shinobu, who
all live on mainland Okinawa.

“Everyone reacted to the news
the same way,” said Keiko. “It
came as a great surprise at first,
which instantly turned into great
joy.”

Tatsuko echoed her sister’s
sentiments.

“We were all thrilled to hear
that ‘Mikey’ had a picture of our
grandmother, and we were so
touched by his gesture,” she said.
“Our mother strongly wished
to see him at her house where
Teruko’s ancestral tablet is placed
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1st Lt. Michael Aldrich embraces Yoshiko Iraha at her home in Tomigusuku City Aug.

19.8A19H.
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As family members looked

on, the long embrace moved
wife, Rhonda, and his son, Ryan,

each made an incense offering to

thank you,” replied Aldrich.
them to tears. As Aldrich, his
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On Aug. 19, Yoshiko and her

Shinobu Iraha, Yoshiko Iraha, Tatsuko Jahana and Keiko Iraha. 8A25H. B&#%
grandson were reunited after

members of his Okinawan family during a reunion Aug. 25. From left to right,
Her hands reached him and held  Teruko’s altar inside the home,

before going to Ie Shima. So we
arranged a family reunion at the
three decades at Yoshiko’s home.

earliest possible date.
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to Teruko’s picture, which was

Aldrich’s grandmother spoke
displayed on the altar.
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“Teruko, your baby Michael is
here. He’s grown up to be a great

father and husband,” she said
with a teary voice. “His wife and
son are here, too. You must be
very happy to see them, Teruko.”
Yoshiko said she heard that
after Aldrich and his sisters left
Okinawa, they were constantly

-5
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Welcome to Okinawa

Newcomers' orientation puts new arrivals on the right track

Kaori Tanahara

ach year, hundreds of
service members and
civilian employees as-

signed to the Marine Corps,
along with their families, arrive
on Okinawa to work and live at
their new duty station.

To help those who have just
arrived get their tours off on the
right foot, the Personal Services
Center, Marine Corps Commu-
nity Services provides a required
newcomers’ orientation every
Wednesday throughout the year.

The orientation features
experts in Japanese culture
and law, the Status of Forces
Agreement, recreation pro-
grams available on and off base,
employment and education op-
portunities, and safety issues on
Okinawa.

Unaccompanied Marines
and sailors attend separate but
similar orientations.

“The primary intent of all our
orientations is to emphasize the
importance of service members
and their families conducting
themselves in a2 manner that
speaks well of the U. S. and re-
spects the host nation,” said Carl
Hodges, from the Marine Corps
Base Japan Inspector’s office.
“This is the meaning of our roles
as good ambassadors.”

Because many military
families request that their moves
occur during their children’s
summer break from school,
Okinawa receives more new
arrivals during the months of

Capt. Carlos Luna, a newcom

 studies road signs be

fore taking the Japanese

driver's license examination on Camp Foster Sep.26. ¥+ 7+ 7#4# A4 —T
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June, July and August than at
other times, said a PSC official.
On Aug. 8, the orientation
classroom on Camp Foster was
packed with more than 150 new

arrivals.

Cpl. Dana Porter, Head-
quarters and Service Battalion,
Marine Corps Base Camp S.
D. Butler, said she was both
shocked and excited when she
received orders to Okinawa.
Porter, who is accompanied by
her husband and two children,
said that everybody was excited
for the family’s first tour on
Okinawa.

“My mother was a little
sad because she cannot see the
grandkids for three years,” said
Porter. “I'll miss my parents and
my family, but I'm looking for-
ward to my new environment.”

Porter said she was a little
concerned about typhoons after

the class on safety, but she will
surely take advantage of Okina-
wa’s beautiful beaches.
Gunnery Sgt. Jose Chavez,
3rd Maintenance Battalion,
3rd Marine Logistics Group,
was on Okinawa in 2001 on
a six-month unit deployment
program and had only limited
time and opportunity to explore
the island.
“Now, I'm with my wife
and kid,” said Chavez. “We're
staying here to experience
everything that Okinawa has to

offer.”

His wife, Faith, added,
“There is so much to see and so
much to do like going to the
¥100 shops out in town.”

Faith’s only concern was the
language, but she was already
looking into learning some Japa-
nese through classes and tutorial
computer programs.

'The Chavez family said they
were intrigued by the presenta-
tion on Okinawan culture and
history and looking forward to
learning more about both while
stationed here.

“You can read about a place,
but the best way to learn it is
to actually step outside, walk
the ground and mingle with
the people,” said Jose. “I'm very
much looking forward to doing
that.”

While many come to
Okinawa for the first time with
little knowledge of it, some
families have been here before
and are familiar with Okinawa
and its culture.

Coming back to Okinawa for
the third time, Catherine Hig-
ginbotham, a Marine spouse,
was looking forward to spend-
ing time with her Okinawan
friend who she met during her
first tour and has been keeping
in touch with since she left. She
claims that it was the spirit and
the environment of Okinawa
that made her and her family
want to come back.

“T love Okinawa because it’s a
very calm environment and has
beautiful water. It’s simpler than
in America. People are friendlier.”

“I remember being nervous
living in Okinawa the first
time,” said Higginbotham. “But
it gets better, and you just have
to be adventurous, have an open
mind, be very friendly, and if
you do that you’ll enjoy your
time here and maybe meet the
friend of a lifetime.”

6 KE7EHR - 20074 #=



Michiko Urasaki, community relations specialist with the Personal Services Center, Marine Corps Community Services, gives a cultural brief to new arrivals during the
newcomers’ orientation on Camp Foster Aug. 8. The Marine Corps requires service members, civilian employees and their families who have just arrived on Okinawa to
attend the orientation within two weeks of their arrival. SH8B. F+ 7+ 74 A4 —TiITONEHSEF VI T—2 3> T, HFEICEBELEEPYDFEEICH
ARHBOXLICDONWTHBAT S BEBRBIHEERN—VFINY—ER LI —DFBEEFSNE. BEBIPBICHUSHELTELBRECLPRBARES.
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RIGHT | Caleb Hubbell watches a large
crane lifts trash from waste pit to move it
to incinerator at the Naha Haebaru Clean
Center Aug. 17. Fifteen home-schooled
children and their parents from the U. S.
military community toured the enter. 8 A
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Tour of waste management facility allows
children to sort through basics of recycling

Kaori Tanahara

o learn how one of the island’s
Tmost advanced waste man-

agement facilities recycles
garbage into valuable products in an
eco-friendly way, 15 home-schooled
children and their parents from the
U. S. military community toured
the Naha-Haebaru Clean Center
Aug. 17.

Tamara Butts, a Marine spouse
who home schools her children, said
she learned about the tour available
at the facility and decided to gather
other home-schooling parents who
were interested in taking the tour
with their children as part of their
social and environmental stud-
ies. “Our family has been studying
recycling,” said Butts. “I thought it
would be great for the children to see
first-hand what they’ve been study-
ing at home.”

The center, which processes gar-
bage collected in Naha and Haebaru
areas, is the largest capacity waste
treatment facility on Okinawa,
according to Eriko Yamaguchi, a
member of Earth Association, a
citizens’ environmental group which
provides tours at the center and en-
vironmental workshops at the Naha
Recycle Plaza adjacent to the center.

Known as an environmen-
tally friendly plant, the facility is
equipped with mechanisms that
prevent the emission of air-polluting
gas, said Yamaguchi.

“It generates electricity to
power the entire plant from the heat
generated when burning wastes,”
she explained. “In addition to that,
other resources are produced, such
as recycled steel and aluminum
products made from metals sepa-
rated from non-burnable waste, and
materials used for road surfaces
made from the ash that is left over

Jarrod Kunter (left) reads a display indicating the amount of electricity the Naha-Haebaru

Clean Center generates using steam turbine generator Aug. 17. 8H17H. FEEEEREZ U
-2t 9 —T, BROBRK[I—EVREEDPEETIBERDEERTT S5/ \RIVEHR
v 0Oy - 124 —F Photos by Kaori Tanahara

after incineration.”

'The group walked through the
treatment process, touring the col-
lection weigh station, the waste pit,
the metals separator, the incinera-
tor, and the monitor control room
to observe the flow of the treatment
process.

Anneliese Butts, 11, said that she
was impressed that electricity was
generated from burning trash. “Even
the big products are recycled,” she
said.

At the Recycling Plaza, Sueko
Kamito, an Earth Association staff
member, explained “the 5Rs,” which
stand for refuse, reduce, reuse, re-
cycle, and repair.

“Refusing to buy anything that

cannot be reused or recycled is as

important as recycling what you use,”

Kamito said.

'The tour helped the families gain
more awareness about the environ-
ment and the efforts of local commu-

nities on Okinawa to reduce waste.

“It’s important to know the
recycling rules and regulations
because the city won't pick up your
garbage if you put the wrong things
in there,” said Tracy Stull, whose
family recently moved from on-base
family housing to an off-base house
in Okinawa City. “We want our kids
to know the reason why we have to
separate the trash.”

Sherry Hubbell said the tour
worked well with her family’s study
of how carbon dioxide affects the
atmosphere and promotes the green-
house effect.

“I want my children to learn to
be wise with the products they use
so they can reuse and recycle them
appropriately,” said Hubbell. “On a
small island like Okinawa, you have
to be very careful with your garbage
and refuge. It was a wonderful tour
and the children learned a very valu-
able lesson from it.”
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Marine Corps 101

Family support program offers wealth
of resources for Marine Corps spouses

Kaori Tanahara

r I {his edition’s Marine
Corps 101 highlights the
Marine Corps Family

Team Building program, which

enhances family readiness and

community cohesion.

Family strength affects the
Marine Corps’ overall ability to
attain mission accomplishment.
Therefore, providing as much
support as possible to fami-
lies is essential to the Marine
Corps.

Due to frequent deploy-
ments and relocations, military
life can be hard on spouses who
juggle different responsibilities
as spouses, parents, employees,
volunteers and mentors, ac-
cording to Maj. Melinda Sum-
ner, MCFTB Chief. “To help
military spouses thrive in the
military community, MCFTB
programs provide educational
resources, information, services
and training.”

'The main programs con-
sist of Lifestyle, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge and
Skills; Japanese Spouse Orien-
tation; Key Volunteer Network
training; Spouses Leadership
Seminar; Chaplains’ Religious
Enrichment and Development
Operations; and the Prevention
and Relationship Enhancement
Program.

While most of these pro-
grams are available throughout
the Marine Corps, the JSO is
unique to Okinawa. To assist
Japanese-born spouses and
fiancées with their transition
into the military community

and living in the United States,
JSO provides information on
resources available to them

and important topics such as
immigration and naturaliza-
tion and American customs and
culture. JSO also offers a place
for Japanese spouses to meet
and network with others whose
military spouses are in different
units.

L.IN.K.S. is a two-day
spouse-to-spouse mentorship
program to teach military
spouses about benefits, assis-
tance and support organiza-
tions, deployment issues, the
mission and history of the Ma-
rine Corps, tips on relocation,
family finance, and networking
skills.

MCFTB also provides
training for family members
who serve as part of a Key
Volunteer Network, a primary
communication link between
commanding officers and unit
families. KV Ns are an invalu-
able tool to assist spouses,
especially when their Marines
are away for training or deploy-
ments. Additionally, MCFTB
trains service members as
family readiness officers,
whose role is to be the primary
military contact for unit’s key
volunteers.

One of MCFTB’s goals here
is to have a complete Japanese
team for L. I. N. K. S. and
KVN, with Japanese spouses
giving training in Japanese to
other Japanese spouses, accord-
ing to Sumner.

Just as the Marine Corps
emphasizes developing Marine

leaders, SLS introduces leader-
ship concepts to Marine Corps
spouses, helping to develop and
nurture a skill that is critical to
handling new challenges.

CREDO, sponsored by the
Marine Corps Base chaplains,
focuses on personal and spiri-
tual growth. CREDO offers
married couples, individuals
and teens a variety of weekend
spiritual retreats set in relaxed,
scenic environments around
Okinawa.

PREP teaches engaged and
married couples important
partnering skills, including
how to communicate effectively,
problem solving as a team, and
enhancement of commitment to
the marital relationship.

While both CREDO and
PREP are run by chaplains
who are ordained clergy, par-
ticipants need not belong to
any particular religious faith or
denomination.

-
-
-
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Marine spouse Fuyuko Grimes learns
about the Marine Corps pay system
during a L.I.N.K.S. course Oct. 10. 10A
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MARINE CORPS 101
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a spouse-to-spouse mentorship program sponsored by Marine Corps Family Team Building. 108
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A Marine Corps family members introduce themselves through a game designed to break the
ice during a Lifestyle, Insights, Networking, Knowledge and Skills program Oct 10. L.I.N.K.S. is
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Spouses learn about the different resources, such as childcare services, available to military spouses on

Okinawa, using a game of pictionary during an “In the Midst” workshop Aug. 28. 8H28H |
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Teresa Shetler and daughter
Madeline display homemade signs
Sept. 4 welcoming 1st Sgt. Michael
Shetler back to Okinawa after a
deployment to Iraq. 9A4H. %14
-2 S EFEOREEE
LT, FEYDERZEITETV
Y-, S—SALRDTTUE
# Ay Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Sgt. Thomas Gadbois reunites with
his wife, Kanna, and son, Orion, at
MCAS Futenma Sept. 4. 9H4H.
EXBMERMTEDODALZ A
EEFDASAF LV ELBRTS
F==R - ¥v FRS R3EEE
Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Family ties

Key Volunteer Network helps families
stay connected during deployments

Kaori Tanahara

hen Hope Labelle’s
Whusband, Gunnery Sgt.
Michael Labelle, de-

parted Okinawa in February for a
seven-month deployment to Iraq
with his unit, 1st Stinger Battery,
Marine Air Control Group 18,
she was filled with anxiety.

“My husband has been on many
deployments in the past but never in
harm’s way. To think he was there
was really hard,” said Mrs. Labelle.
“It was surely more stressful than
the (deployments) in the past.”

Turning to the news for in-
formation didn’t help the Labelle
family because it created more
anxiety for her and her children,
she said.

Instead, Mrs. Labelle relied
on the Key Volunteer Network.
Established in 2001 as one of
the Marine Corps Family Team
Building programs, the Key
Volunteer Network is a group of
family members who serve as a
communication chain for family
and friends about unit activities.

“We had pretty good com-
munication throughout his
deployment, which helped me get
through it,” said Mrs. Labelle,
who served as one of Stinger
Battery’s KVN volunteers.

As such, Mrs. Labelle was
responsible for communicating with
more than 50 family members and
friends of the Marines in her hus-
band’s platoon. That included wives,
moms, dads, aunts, uncles, brothers,
sisters and girlfriends. “My husband
would send me a weekly update (of
his platoon), and then I would for-
ward it out to the list of family and

friends that I had. The list seemed
to grow every week.”

The KV N is a standard
program throughout the Marine
Corps, helping to build a sense of
community within units, accord-
ing to 2nd Lt. Aileen Teague, the
Family Readiness Officer for I11
Marine Expeditionary Force.

A KVN consists of one or
more volunteers and one volunteer
coordinator. The coordinator is the
liaison between the key volunteers
and the family readiness officer,
who is the primary military point
of contact for the unit’s KVN.

“When units deploy and
families are left behind, some-
times in an unfamiliar place like
Okinawa, belonging to a network
is critical to the well-being of the
family, which often translates to
the readiness of the Marine who
may be located half-way across the
globe,” said Teague.

After midnight on Sept. 4,
family members and friends of the
Stinger Marines were anxiously
awaiting the unit’s return to Ma-
rine Corps Air Station Futenma,
holding homemade signs that they
made together to welcome back
their Marines. As the Marines
approached cheers and applause
echoed in the darkness as families
and friends embrace one another.

“This was about the smoothest
deployment I ever had as a family
readiness officer and also a Marine
spouse,” said Chief Warrant Offi-
cer 2 Tina Jarvis, Stinger Battery’s
family readiness officer. “It was
due in large part to the team ef-
fort of the unit’s family members,
especially the key volunteers and
key volunteer coordinator.”

Kayla Stewart, with daughters Julissa
(left) and Breyanna, awaits the return of
her husband, Sgt. Eric Stewart Sept. 4. 9
B4BH. XOT VY - RFaT—Fh
3EEEEF[FOUAS - RFaT7—+
SAERDZ AV YE A (B) &
7 A7 F 5 % A Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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Sgt. Dain Smith, with 1st Stinger Battery, Marine Air Control
Group 18, embraces his wife, Nicole, and their seven-month-
old daughter, Kasha, Sept. 4 after arriving at Marine Corps
Air Station Futenma following a seven-month deployment
to lraq. FEISHRMEBEFHE 1R T 1+ o H—TAERD
757 BICES M 50 TORTEERAERBMERM IR
EUZ9A4B, EDZO—-)VE757BDIRA—L+5
PLERELDIABBAAEDT A - A RIEEE

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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. Hicks plays with a chiw
ren's Home in Henoko July 30
on Camp Schwab. Marines and sailors from 4th
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, hosted
a day of beach activities and a b, ue for 26
children from the home. 7H30H. F+ 7
+2a9—7T. AHHOREREMBRLT
HDRELESBLBREKDY 22— £
v YRR, FAEBBKITICOR. BSHDR
B26REWEN—RFa1—PkEVELE
Photo by Lance Cpl. Richard Blumenstein
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‘I was kind of
scared at first
because of the
water, but the
Marines helped
me out, and [
went swimming

and had fun.”

— A 10-YEAR-OLD
NaGom1 CHILDREN'S
HOME RESIDENT
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Volunteer spirit

Marines continue tradition of helping out at Okinawa children’s homes

Kaori Tanahara

r I raditionally, Marines and
sailors reach out to the
community where they live

and work. In keeping with that

tradition, Marines and sailors on

Okinawa regulary spend time

with children who live at the

Nagomi and Misato children’s

homes.

On July 30, 26 children from
the Nagomi Children’s Home
in Henoko hit Camp Schwab's
Oura Wan Beach alongside
Marines and sailors from the 3rd
Marine Division’s 4th Marine
Regiment. The service mem-
bers hosted an American-style
barbeque and “fun day” at the
beach to reach out to the children
and local community of Henoko.
Camp leaders decided that a day
of recreation would be a great
way to show their support to the
community, according to 1st Sgt.
Derrick A. Williams, the acting
regimental sergeant major.

The children, who were shy to
begin with, quickly warmed to
the Marines and sailors.

“I was kind of scared at first
because of the water,” said a 10-
year-old Nagomi resident. “But
the Marines helped me out, and 1
went swimming and had fun.”

Lance Cpl. Silvestre Rodri-
guez, who found himself half
buried in sand during the outing,
said he enjoyed his time with the
children.

“It’s been a while since I've
played with my little brothers,
and it reminded me of home,”
Rodriguez said.

During the barbeque, the
service members presented a $700
contribution to the home. The do-
nation was collected through the
Religious Offering Fund, a Navy

program that sends a portion of
money collected from base chapel
congregations to charitable causes.

Norio Shinzato, director of
the home, said Camp Schwab has
provided monetary donations and
gifts for the home’s children since
the orphanage opened in 1999.

“We appreciate the donations
the Marines have provided us,”
said Shinzato. “Service members
have spent time with our chil-
dren enjoying sports and other
activities. Children, especially the
ones who are longtime residents,
always look forward to playing
with the Marine volunteers.”

The Misato Children’s home
in Okinawa City is another
children’s orphanage that receives
visits by U. S. military Marines
and sailors.

Camp Foster Community
Relations Specialist Hiroko To-
mimura, who coordinates the
visits for the Marines and sailors,
said that in 1997 she first orga-
nized a group of service members
to help Misato with the mainte-
nance of their facility. Since then,
Marines and sailors on Okinawa
have been volunteering to help
maintain Misato’s grounds, cut-
ting the grass and cleaning build-
ing exteriors.

“In recent years, we have come
here every other month to keep
the playground clean and safe for
the children,” Tomimura said.

Volunteering service members
say it’s gratifying to lend a hand.

“T've been in Okinawa for a
year-and-a-half, and this is the
third time I volunteered here but
certainly not my last,” said Lance
Cpl. Scott Caruso, who cut the
grass at Misato along with nine
other Marines on Sept. 26. “I just
like to help out children of the

community on and off base.”

(From left) Cpl. Michael McHugh, Lance Cpl. Corey Heyl and Pfc. David Bonner perform
yard work on the playground of the Misato Children’s Home in Okinawa City Sept. 26.
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y daughter's interest in
studying English in-
creased after she par-

ticipated in last year's Summer
English Course held on Camp
Courtney. Upon completing the
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program, she strongly wished to
continue her studies and attend
the Monday night English class
for adults, which is also provided
by the camp. While providing
her transportation, I started tak-
ing the class with her as well.

Nearly a year has passed, yet I
haven't overcome my “allergy” to
English. Nonetheless, I keep at-
tending the class, taking advan-
tage of the pleasant atmosphere
in the class.

This pleasant atmosphere
is made possible in large part
due to the friendly and kind
attitudes of the volunteering
Marines as well as the timely
and seasonal topics used in the
classes prepared by Mr. Ume-
hara, the Camp Courtney com-
munity relations specialist. I am
touched by the Marines who
try very hard to teach us, and I
thank them from the bottom of
my heart.

Marines must feel lonely
working on Okinawa in a foreign
country, but they're so cheer-
ful that people around them
don't recognize their loneliness.
They're also very interested in
Japanese and Okinawan culture.
T'am glad to take classes with the
Marine volunteers who say, “I
like Japan,” or “I like Okinawa.”

I've also had other chances to
experience things together with
Marines outside of the classes,
including wearing costumes for
a Halloween event, perform-
ing Eisa dancing together to at
the Camp Courtney Christmas
Festival and hosting an exchange

\

program for children from Naki-
jin Village. During the exchange,
a former camp commander spon-
sored a barbecue, which became
an unforgettable memory. I want
to express my sincere appreciation
to everyone who provides us such
opportunities.

Id also like to make special
mention of Big Circle, from
which I've learned much about
the Marine Corps. I very much
enjoy reading each edition. I
am moved by the heart-warm-
ing articles about Marines on
Okinawa and their flourishing
volunteer activities. I look for-
ward to reading such articles in
future editions.

Etsuko Shinzato
Uruma City
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zine for the first time after I

received a copy at the Camp
Kinser Festival in September.
My family had never gone to a
festival on base before then, but
my grandchildren were thrilled
to go there and as a family we
all enjoyed the event very much.
During the festival, we received a
kind gesture from two Marines,
which made our family outing an
especially fond memory. When
we were walking in the parking
lot, a uniformed Marine ap-
proached my daughter who has a
bad leg and gave her a cart-ride
to the festival site. I think the
cart service was for the people
with special needs. When it was
time for us to go back to the
parking lot, my daughter waited
for a cart, but after a while none
seemed to become available. Then
another Marine went to get his
own car just to give her the ride
she needed. We were very moved
by his kind act and thanked him
there. However, we realized after
we left the base that we forgot to
ask their names. One can never
forget unexpected kindness from
others like the ones we received
from the two Marines that day.
We want to convey our gratitude
to those Marines through this
letter to Big Circle. Our fam-
ily is looking forward to future
opportunities to enjoy other base
events which are announced in
the magazine.

Iread the Big Circle maga-

Sanae Iwami

Tomigusuku City
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waiting by the phone for their
mother’s call. The image of the
siblings waiting for the phone
call that never came haunted her
for a long time after Teruko’s
death, Yoshiko said.

“It is surreal that Michael is
here sitting next to me,” she said.
“Ever since Teruko died, I had
been praying to her in front of
the family alter that she would
watch over her children for their
safety and happiness. There is a
god who must have been listen-
ing to my prayer.”

During the reunion, Al-
drich and his Okinawan family
exchanged memories of young
“Mikey” and his two sisters
when they were living on Ie
Shima, as well as memories of
Teruko. Old family pictures were
shown as they tried to make up
for lost time. By the time the
reunion ended five hours later,
Aldrich’s initial concerns had
disappeared.

“I was not sure how they
would react,” he said. “But they
welcomed me and my family
wholeheartedly. It made me so
happy.”

Six days later, Aldrich and
his family were back at Yoshiko’s
house for Obon — an Okinawan
tradition to celebrate and wel-
come the spirits of family ances-
tors — to continue catching up.

n arainy day in Sep-
tember, Aldrich went to
his mother’s tomb on Ie

Shima. His face was peaceful as he
kneeled to pray. By his side were
his wife and son. Behind them
were the now familiar faces of his
Okinawan family who had pre-
pared everything for Aldrich’s first
visit to his mother’s tomb, includ-
ing a large tent to protect them
from the rain and food to offer
deceased family members, whose
remains are inside the tomb.

After visiting the tomb, Hajime
gave the family a tour of the
island, pointing out the places
where Aldrich grew up. Aldrich
took extra time to look around the
places that triggered his memory.

Taking the journey back to
his birthplace, Aldrich in effect
doubled the size of his family.
He is now planning to re-learn
Japanese to get to know his
Okinawan family better and
spend more time with them.

Before departing Ie Shima, he
and his Okinawan family prom-
ised to meet again soon.

“I feel complete now,” said
Aldrich on the way back from
Ie Shima. “I came here having
a goal to see my mother’s grave.
I'm very touched that they still
care about me like they do after
all these years. It makes me feel
loved. It makes me feel I've got

family here.”
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Naval hospital reaches out to local community

Kiyomi Williams

relations specialist

for the U.S. Naval
Hospital located on
Camp Lester. The
mission of USNH
is to support U. S.
forces in Okinawa
by providing medi-
cal services to the
military community here. USNH serves
military personnel, U.S. civilian employees,
and family members stationed in Okinawa.

'The hospital is proud of its relationship
with the local community and constantly
seeks new ways to contribute. In addition
to our long history in community outreach
efforts, USNH formed a working relation-
ship with several hospitals on the island,
sharing knowledge and fellowship with our
Okinawan counterparts.

In 2000, just before the G8 Sum-

mit, the USNH joined local hospitals, fire
departments and the Japan Self Defense
Force in an island-wide emergency response
exercise held by the prefecture. The
partnership between USNTH and those
organizations continues to strengthen, as
we exchange skills and knowledge with our
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local counterparts. As just two examples,
our physicians have been invited to at-

tend local conferences and in some cases,
have been asked to lecture on a variety of
subjects. Additionally, the USNH provides
medical assistance and case conferences
with local hospitals on a regular basis, while
at the same time local hospitals occasionally
provide specialty services for our patients
that need services that are not available at
USNH. We continue to work closely with
the prefectural government and local medi-
cal officials in the field of public health and

when I was small was that of scary-look-
ing guys in camouflage uniforms cleaning
and maintaining tanks everyday. It was not
until I took this job that I learned that each
service member works hard to fulfill his or
her duty. With the goal of having as many
people on Okinawa as possible understand
the mission of the U.S. military, the USNH
invites medical workers and students from
local elementary, junior high schools,
nursing schools, and the University of the
Ryukyus to tour and receive briefings at our
hospital. We have also had the opportunity

safety. to extend our orientations to
USNH?s efforts to build COMMUNITY  cadets from the Japanese Na-

relationships with the local com- RELATIONS tional Defense University outside

munity are facilitated in large part  pERSPECTIVE  ©f Tokyo. I receive a variety of

by the hospital’s Japanese interns,
who come to our facility each year
after passing a rigorous screening process.
In recent years, the number of transfer
patients from USNH to local hospitals has
increased. Our Japanese interns have pro-
vided invaluable assistance to our patients
through their coordination and commu-
nication with local hospitals. Also, our
Japanese interns teach basic and advanced
life support courses at the USNH for local
doctors and nurses, and the response to

their efforts has been wonderful.
The image I had of the U.S. military
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responses and questions from
students who visit the USNH
for the first time. Some say they expected
everyone would be working in camouflage
uniforms. Some, who were originally in-
terested in professions in the medical field,
asked me how they can get a job like mine.
Through my work and personal life, I will
continue to make efforts to communicate
with as many Okinawans as possible about
the reasons why U. S. military personnel
are here, so far away from their home and
families, and how the USNH supports the
common defense of Japan.
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Cpl. Ricardo Padilla with 1st Stinger Battery, Marine Air Control Group
18, holds his five-month-old son Adrian for the first time Sept 4 when he
arrived at the Marine Corps Air Station Futenma after his unit's seven- 18 |
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